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Glomus jugulare tumours are rare, hypervascular and usually benign tumours involving the skull base. Diagnosis can be significantly delayed due to the slow and insidious clinical presentation. The primary manifestations involve auditory and lower cranial nerve deficits. Treatment options may include surgery, radiation and embolization. Surgery is the optimal treatment modality, but is not without serious potential complications. These complications are linked to the location and vascular nature of the tumour. Glomus jugulare tumours present a significant diagnostic and management challenge to all members of the health care team.